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WHO CAN FLY THEM?
 Regulatory Environment
 FAA Modernization and Reformation Act of 2012
 https://www.faa.gov/uas/regulations_policies/







As Per Section 336 of the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of 2012
Includes a “special rule” for model aircraft
A model aircraft is defined as “an ‘unmanned aircraft’ that 
is:
1. Capable of sustained flight in the atmosphere;
2. Flown within visual line of sight of the person operating the 
aircraft; and
3. Flown for hobby or recreational purposes only”
PUBLIC OPERATIONS 
 Minimum requirements:
 a Certificate of Waiver or Authorization (COA),
 an aircraft registered with the FAA, and
 a pilot with an FAA private pilot certificate (usually)





 search and rescue
 University research 3/9/2016
21
CIVIL OR COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS
 As Per Section 336 of the FAA Modernization 
and Reform Act of 2012
 Grant of exemption in accordance with 
Section 333
 AND a civil Certificate of Waiver or 
Authorization (COA)
 An aircraft registered with the FAA
 A pilot with an FAA airman certificate
 Operations in low-risk, controlled 
environments 
PROPOSED SMALL UAS RULE
 Currently in DRAFT
 Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) 
Published to Federal 
 Register on February 23, 2015
 Public comment period concluded on 
April 24, 2015





















Cumulative Timeline of Exemptions
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HOW DO AIRPORTS 
ADAPT AND REMAIN 
SAFE?
 August 12- Pilot reports of unmanned aircraft have increased 
dramatically over the past year, from a total of 238 sightings in 
all of 2014, to more than 650 by August 9 of this year. The FAA 
wants to send out a clear message that operating drones 
around airplanes and helicopters is dangerous and illegal. This 
year, 138 pilots reported seeing drones at altitudes of up to 
10,000 feet during the month of June, and another 137 in July.
A drone came within 5 meters (16 feet) of a potentially 
catastrophic collision with an Air France jet landing at Paris Charles 
de Gaulle airport in the closest encounter yet between one of the 
remotely operated devices and a civil airliner.
The report by Bard College's Center for the Study of the 
Drone, found that 327 incidents between December 
2013 and September 2015 posed a "proximity danger" 
where an unmanned aircraft got within 500 feet of a 
plane, helicopter or other manned aircraft or when a 
pilot determined a drone was dangerously close.
…around 11:10 Florida time 
Wednesday morning, as the 
Boeing 737 from Chicago 
was about a mile from the 










3-D LASER MAPPING OF FACILITIES

QUESTIONS ?
